
© Pipeline Publishing, L.L.C. All Rights Reserved. 
 

 
www.pipelinepub.com 

Volume 22, Issue 2 

The Great Re-Wiring: Rewriting Global 
Connectivity Enterprise and Communication Industry News 
By: Pipeline Magazine 

The New Iron Curtain Is Made of 5G  

While the world was glued to interest-rate decisions, election-
night maps turning red and blue under studio lights, and the 
endless scroll of viral memes, Europe quietly executed the most 
decisive telecom vendor consolidation in twenty-five years—a 
move that will echo through boardrooms from Brussels to Beijing 
for the next decade. In the space of ninety days, the continent 
effectively chose its two horses for the long haul—Nokia and 
Ericsson—and began locking everyone else out of the stable with 
multi-year contracts that read more like geopolitical treaties than 
routine RFPs. This isn't hyperbole; with supply-chain vulnerabilities 
exposed by everything from the Taiwan Strait tensions to Red Sea 
shipping disruptions, Europe's telcos are treating RAN and core 
deals as national-security imperatives, not just capex line items. 

Take Nokia: in a single quarter, the Finnish giant became the sole 5G RAN supplier for Denmark’s 
TNN, a four-year extension that cements its role as the exclusive radio workhorse for one of 
Scandinavia's key players. Simultaneously, Nokia landed the entire 5G Standalone Core for Telia 
across Finland, Sweden, Norway, Estonia and Lithuania—a sweeping cloud-native deployment 
that will underpin everything from IoT edge computing to enterprise private networks in the 
Nordic-Baltic heartland—while graciously allowing Ericsson to retain the radio layer in most of 
those same markets, a pragmatic dual-vendor dance that screams "European compromise" at 
its finest. Southward, Nokia won a major three-year 5G expansion with Telecom Italia after one 
of the most bruising open tenders in recent memory, edging out competitors in a process that 
reportedly involved months of site audits, performance benchmarks, and sustainability audits. 
And capping it off, Nokia inked a five-year nationwide RAN modernization with Telefónica 
Germany that runs all the way to 2030, a deal that effectively future-proofs O2's grid against 
everything from 6G pilots to AI-driven traffic surges. 

Ericsson, far from rolling over, answered in kind—and then some. The Swedes secured a three-
year full mobile network overhaul for VodafoneZiggo across the Netherlands, a comprehensive 
upgrade that includes spectrum refarming, massive MIMO densification, and edge-cloud 
integration for the densely populated Dutch market. They followed with a four-year RAN 
extension with the same Telia in Sweden, Norway, Lithuania and Estonia, ensuring continuity 
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in the radio domain while Nokia handles the core. Beyond Europe, Ericsson notched a triple-
band radio field trial with MTN Nigeria, proving its AIR 3284 unit can squeeze an entire mid-
band spectrum into one compact radio—a game-changer for emerging markets where tower real 
estate is at a premium. And stateside-adjacent, Ericsson kicked off bleeding-edge 5G-Advanced 
and energy-management trials with Orange France that will become the de-facto continental 
standard, blending AI optimization with dynamic spectrum sharing to cut opex by up to 30% in 
real-world deployments. 

Even outside the EU firewall, the pattern holds firm: SoftBank handed Nokia the AirScale rollout 
across Western Japan, a massive 4G/5G equipment refresh that creates a Nokia "fortress" 
stretching from the Baltic Sea to the Sea of Japan. The unspoken message is brutal and clear: 
if your corporate headquarters is not in Espoo or Stockholm, your European market share is 
about to become a historical footnote in the next GSMA whitepaper. This is deliberate, state-
level supply-chain sovereignty disguised as commercial contracts, executed in complete silence 
while the rest of us were live-tweeting Davos.  

Direct-to-Device Satellite – The Moment the  

Sky Became Revenue 

Six years of investor decks filled with orbital renderings and latency charts turned into cold, 
hard cash in a single quarter that will be remembered as the moment low-Earth orbit went from 
moonshot to money printer. AST SpaceMobile—the only serious player promising cellular service 
from space to completely unmodified consumer handsets, no special hardware required—signed 
a ten-year, $175 million prepaid commercial agreement with Saudi Arabia’s stc Group, a deal 
that commits the Saudi giant to direct-to-device satellite broadband across the Kingdom and 
key regional markets, complete with prepayments that signal absolute conviction in the tech. 
Days later, AST inked a pan-European partnership with Vodafone that will base its primary 
Satellite Operations Centre in Germany (Munich or Hannover, pending final site talks), ensuring 
ubiquitous mobile broadband in Europe's underserved rural pockets and seamless handover for 
emergency services during disasters. Sovereign-wealth money from Riyadh and Europe’s largest 
operator family writing nine-figure cheques before global coverage is even complete tells you 
everything: this isn't a bet anymore; it's a done deal. 

The supporting ecosystem locked in almost overnight, with test labs racing to certify the 
handoffs. Keysight validated the first PTCRB Rel-17 non-terrestrial-network test cases, paving 
the way for carrier-grade NTN integration under 3GPP standards. Rohde & Schwarz and Samsung 
completed 3GPP NR-NTN conformance, covering RF, RRM, and protocol layers to accelerate 
commercialization. And on the ground, Alphabet’s Taara unit quietly strung a free-space optical 
mesh across Rio de Janeiro, delivering gigabit links to schools, hospitals, and city offices via 
laser-based wireless optics—a terrestrial complement that bridges gaps where fiber can't reach. 
T-Mobile handed CNN field crews satellite-backhauled SuperMobile plans, ensuring live feeds 
from war zones or wildfires never drop, no matter the terrain. Small headlines, massive 
implications for the always-on news cycle. By 2027, every smartphone on earth will have a 
silent, invisible satellite back-up for voice, data, and IoT—and the commercial terms, revenue 
shares, and SLA penalties were all hammered out in the autumn of 2025, while the rest of us 
were still debating Starlink's viability. 

 

AI Has Left the Lab and Is Running Live Networks  

The most under-reported revolution of the quarter—and perhaps the decade—is that radio 
networks have stopped asking humans for permission to optimize themselves. What began as 
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lab curiosities has hit production at scale, turning cell sites into prediction machines that learn, 
adapt, and heal without a single NOC engineer lifting a finger. The world’s first outdoor real-
time 6G AI-wireless demonstration ran on the crowded streets of Tokyo with NTT DOCOMO, 
NTT, Nokia Bell Labs, and SK Telecom steering beams using live machine-learning models 
running inside the radio unit itself—achieving sub-millisecond latency adjustments based on 
real-time environmental data like weather, crowd density, and even vehicle movement. Nokia 
followed by flipping the switch on its MantaRay AI-driven Self-Organizing Network at NTT 
DOCOMO—the first multi-vendor autonomous RAN in Japan, capable of self-configuring 
frequency allocations and beamforming across LTE and 5G layers to boost spectral efficiency 
by 25%. 

Deutsche Telekom’s “RAN Guardian Agent” is already live in production, autonomously 
diagnosing faults, predicting outages from historical patterns, and healing German radio sites 
faster than any human team ever could—slashing MTTR from hours to minutes. VIAVI and Calnex 
shipped an immediate-turnkey Open RAN conformance suite that lets vendors self-certify 
protocols, signals, and timing without months of lab debugging. Ericsson and Orange France are 
deep into 5G-Advanced features that dynamically power-down entire carriers when traffic-
prediction models forecast low demand, using edge AI to throttle power at the sector level and 
cut energy costs by up to 40% during off-peak hours. Ooredoo Qatar just signed off on Ericsson’s 
Automated Energy Saver proof-of-concept, a software upgrade that's already shaving millions 
off electricity bills in the scorching Gulf heat. These are not pilots confined to sandboxes. These 
are production networks making real-time decisions that used to require midnight war-rooms, 
Excel spreadsheets, and too much coffee—decisions now delegated to silicon brains that never 
sleep. 

Optical & Transport – The Silent Backbone  

of the AI Explosion  

In the shadow of radio headlines, coherent optics quietly became the new oil, fueling the multi-
terawatt AI data-center buildout that's reshaping global compute. 800G stopped being a trade-
show trophy and started carrying real customer traffic at scale. The world’s first production 
800 Gigabit Ethernet port went live at DE-CIX Frankfurt with Nokia and Deutsche Glasfaser—
eight hundred gigabits on a single wavelength, handling peering traffic for Europe's largest IXP 
without breaking a sweat. Ciena lit 400G+ waves across Fidium’s Texas DASH network, 
connecting Dallas-Fort Worth to Houston and Austin with ultra-low-latency lambda services 
tailored for hyperscaler backhaul. They followed with powering Omantel’s new managed optical 
backbone, instantly turning the Sultanate into the Gulf’s next hyperscale on-ramp for cloud and 
AI workloads. Nokia wrapped up RailTel’s nationwide DWDM upgrade across India in record time, 
deploying carrier-grade NAT and metro optics to handle the subcontinent's exploding data 
demand. Ritter Communications threaded new long-haul fiber from Little Rock to Tulsa, 
stitching the U.S. heartland with high-capacity dark fiber for enterprise VPNs and edge 
computing. And Mediacom began pushing symmetrical multi-gig into rural Minnesota homes, 
bridging the last-mile gap for 28,000 households in underserved counties. Every Blackwell GPU 
cluster scheduled for 2026–2028 just got its oxygen supply guaranteed—and the capex flows 
prove it. 

 

Amdocs Is Eating the Global BSS/OSS Layer Whole 

While the radio vendors slug it out over masts and spectrum auctions, Amdocs is swallowing the 
entire digital operations stack with the precision of a surgeon and the appetite of a black hole. 
In ninety days flat, the company expanded Globe’s managed services into the network domain 
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in the Philippines, adding orchestration to its existing BSS footprint for a carrier serving 60 
million subs. They launched connectX SaaS for Gen-Z personalization with Smart, a fully digital 
platform that crafts bespoke mobile experiences via AI-driven recommendations, accelerating 
MVNO growth in Southeast Asia's youth market. Telia Finland awarded Amdocs a greenfield 
digital BSS build, a multi-year overhaul that replaces legacy silos with cloud-native charging 
and provisioning for 5G slicing. Telefónica Germany added GenAI use-cases and extended billing 
for three more years, embedding large language models into customer self-service to cut 
support tickets by 50%. Vivo Brazil handed over OSS modernization as part of the Telefónica 
empire's push for unified operations. And U.S. fiber upstart Fidium signed for full IT 
transformation and managed services, outsourcing everything from CRM to network automation 
as it scales its gigabit footprint. Six continents, six different regulatory regimes—from GDPR to 
data-privacy laws in the archipelago—one common outcome: when a carrier decides it no longer 
wants to run its own billing, charging, orchestration, and customer-experience platforms in-
house, it calls Amdocs. The "strategic partner" label has never carried more weight, or more 
recurring revenue. 

Agentic Security – The SOC of 2027 Arrived in 2025 

CrowdStrike didn't just update its platform this quarter—they shipped the future. They launched 
Charlotte AI SOAR, an orchestration layer that lets AI agents reason across the entire attack 
lifecycle, from detection to remediation, under human oversight but with zero-touch 
execution. They rolled out new XIoT and OT agents for zero-touch asset discovery and real-
time segmentation in industrial environments, closing blind spots that have haunted critical 
infrastructure for years. The entire Falcon platform achieved FedRAMP High authorization, 
unlocking doors to U.S. government contracts that were previously bolted shut. And they 
embedded the Falcon sensor directly into F5 BIG-IP appliances, inspecting API and app traffic 
at the perimeter before it even reaches the data center.  

Palo Alto, Fortinet, and SentinelOne all announced similar agentic roadmaps, but CrowdStrike 
moved first, fastest, and loudest. The security perimeter is no longer a static wall—it's now a 
swarm of reasoning agents that act before humans even wake up to the alert. 

Quantum & Post-Classical Compute  

The 2030 roadmap stopped being theoretical and started shipping hardware. IBM and Cisco 
published the first serious distributed quantum networking roadmap targeting useful scale in 
the early 2030s, blending IBM's fault-tolerant qubits with Cisco's silicon photonics for a "quantum 
internet" that could crack current encryption overnight. Quantinuum launched Helios, the 
highest-fidelity commercial quantum system yet, with real-time control engines that let 
developers program it like a heterogeneous classical rig. NVIDIA’s NVQLink interconnect is 
already shipping in Rigetti systems and RIKEN supercomputers, gluing quantum processors to 
accelerated GPU farms for hybrid workflows in drug discovery and materials science. None of 
these will break RSA tomorrow, but every three-letter agency on earth just rewrote its five-
year R&D budget—and the venture capital is flowing accordingly. 

 

Regional Radio & Core Wins  

Outside the European fortress, the rest of the world sprinted ahead. Samsung brought its cloud-
native 4G/5G Core live at SaskTel Canada, enabling ultra-low-latency voice, data, and text 
across Saskatchewan's vast prairies. ZTE pushed Hyper 5G deeper into Eastern Indonesia with 
Telkomsel, a milestone deployment bringing gigabit speeds to Makassar and bridging the digital 
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divide in Sulawesi. They delivered the world’s first commercial five-band Ultra-Broadband 
Radio and quad-band Massive-MIMO with MTN South Africa, cramming multiple spectra into 
compact units for denser urban coverage in Cape Town. And ZTE launched “Easy Go” instant 
multi-network access with China Unicom, simplifying intranet logins and boosting revenue from 
enterprise roaming. Ericsson, meanwhile, opened a major new Radio Software R&D centre in 
Bengaluru, tapping India's 1.5 million engineers to accelerate 5G-Advanced features for global 
markets. 

U.S. Fiber & Capacity Build-Out  

American operators kept their heads down and their backhoes busy. Mediacom pushed 
symmetrical multi-gig into rural Minnesota, delivering 2 Gbps+ to 28,000 households in 13 
counties where DSL was the only option. DartPoints broke ground on a $125 million hyperscale-
grade expansion in Greenville, SC, doubling critical IT power to 4 MW for AI and cloud tenants 
in the Southeast. And AT&T flipped the switch on nationwide mid-band spectrum from the 
EchoStar acquisition, instantly boosting 5G capacity coast-to-coast and paving the way for 
mmWave offload in stadiums and subways. 

In Cased You Missed It 

This was not a normal quarter. It was a seismic shift—de-risking supply chains against 
geopolitical shock, turning radio access into autonomous organisms that predict and prevent 
failures, ringing the planet with satellite backup for unbreakable connectivity, pouring glass 
and photons at warp speed to feed the Blackwell GPU furnaces powering agentic AI, and 
rewriting the security and operations stack from reactive to proactive. The contracts signed 
are not mere purchase orders, they’re vendor lock-ins. They are geopolitical insurance policies 
and compute-sovereignty bets written in fiber, silicon, and low-Earth orbit—and they will still 
be paying dividends, or extracting penalties, in 2025 and well beyond; when the winners of this 
re-wiring are household names and the losers are what happens when you blink. 

---------- 

To read more telecom industry news stories, be sure to visit Pipeline’s News Center and subscribe 
to Pipeline’s weekly and monthly newsletters. You can also follow Pipeline on LinkedIn, X (formerly Twitter), 

or Facebook to get telecom industry news alerts in real time. To have your company's news considered for 
coverage in this monthly IT and technology industry news column, send your breaking news and press releases 

to pressreleases@pipelinepub.com. 
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